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Critical Reading 
 

In preparation of the 2022 ABIM Foundation Forum, Fact or Fiction: Strategies for the 

Misinformation Age, please refer to the following articles in particular: 

 

Kington, R., S. Arnesen, W-Y. S. Chou, S. Curry, D. Lazer, and A. Villarruel. Identifying 

Credible Sources of Health Information in Social Media: Principles and Attributes. NAM 

Perspectives. Discussion Paper, National Academy of Medicine, Washington, DC. 2021. 

 

DiResta R, Cryst E, Meyersohn L; The Virality Project (Stanford Digital Repository). Memes, 

Magnets and Microchips: Narrative Dynamics around COVID-19 Vaccines. 2022. 

 

Baron RJ, Ejnes YD. Physicians spreading misinformation on social media — do right and 

wrong answers still exist in medicine? N Engl J Med 2022; 387:1-3.  

https://nam.edu/identifying-credible-sources-of-health-information-in-social-media-principles-and-attributes/
https://nam.edu/identifying-credible-sources-of-health-information-in-social-media-principles-and-attributes/
https://purl.stanford.edu/mx395xj8490
https://purl.stanford.edu/mx395xj8490
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2204813
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2204813
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COVID-19 Misinformation  

 
A Community Toolkit for Addressing Health Misinformation. [Internet] Washington, DC: Office 

of the U.S. Surgeon General. 2021 

ACP Newsroom. American College of Physicians partnering with YouTube on educational 

content to counter misinformation around COVID-19 treatment and vaccines. [Internet]. 

American College of Physicians. October 2021. 

Alford NS. Black doctors bravely battle COVID-19 vaccine misinformation. [Internet].  theGrio. 

2021 September 17. 

DiResta R, Cryst E, Meyersohn L; The Virality Project (Stanford Digital Repository). Memes, 

Magnets and Microchips: Narrative Dynamics around COVID-19 Vaccines. 2022. 

Epidemic and Pandemic Preparedness and Prevention Team. WHO third global infodemic 

management conference: whole-of-society challenges and approaches to respond to infodemics. 

[Internet]. World Health Organization. November 2021. 

Fentem S. St. Louis health officials worry vaccine misinformation is leading some to skip flu 

shots. [Internet]. St. Louis Public Radio. November 2021 

Folkenflik D, Beres, D. For wellness community, social media often a conduit for 

misinformation. [Internet]. NPR (All Things Considered). Podcast: 4 minutes. Nov. 2021. 

Frenkel S. The Most Influential Spreader of Coronavirus Misinformation Online. NY Times. 

2021 October 6. 

Gay M. Not Everyone in New York Wanted the Coronavirus to Lose. The New York Times. 

2021 October 31. 

Hadkin W. Overcoming vaccine hesitancy: How clinicians can promote trust in Covid-19 

vaccines. [Internet]. MedCity News. 2021 April 22. 

Harvey A. Combatting Health Misinformation And Disinformation: Building An Evidence Base. 

[Internet] Health Affairs Forefront. November 2021 

Hollingsworth H. Doctors grow frustrated over COVID-19 denial, misinformation. Associated 

Press. [Internet]. 2021 October 4. 

Larson HJ, Broniatowski DA. Why Debunking Misinformation Is Not Enough to Change 

People's Minds About Vaccines. Am J Public Health. 2021;111(6):1058-1060.  

Molina B. Health pros demand misinformation data from Facebook: Talking Tech podcast. USA 

Today.  2021 November 10. 

Quinn SC, Andrasik MP. Addressing Vaccine Hesitancy in BIPOC Communities — Toward 

Trustworthiness, Partnership, and Reciprocity. N Engl J Med 2021; 385:97-100 

https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/health-misinformation-toolkit-english.pdf
https://www.acponline.org/acp-newsroom/american-college-of-physicians-partnering-with-youtube-on-educational-content-to-counter
https://www.acponline.org/acp-newsroom/american-college-of-physicians-partnering-with-youtube-on-educational-content-to-counter
https://thegrio-com.cdn.ampproject.org/c/s/thegrio.com/2021/09/17/black-doctors-attacked-covid-19-vaccinations/amp/
https://purl.stanford.edu/mx395xj8490
https://purl.stanford.edu/mx395xj8490
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240034501
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240034501
https://news.stlpublicradio.org/health-science-environment/2021-11-11/st-louis-heath-officials-worry-vaccine-misinformation-leading-some-to-skip-flu-shots
https://news.stlpublicradio.org/health-science-environment/2021-11-11/st-louis-heath-officials-worry-vaccine-misinformation-leading-some-to-skip-flu-shots
https://www.npr.org/2021/11/27/1059539516/for-wellness-community-social-media-often-a-conduit-for-misinformation
https://www.npr.org/2021/11/27/1059539516/for-wellness-community-social-media-often-a-conduit-for-misinformation
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/07/24/technology/joseph-mercola-coronavirus-misinformation-online.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20210725&instance_id=36213&nl=the-morning&regi_id=126886570&segment_id=64389&te=1&user_id=a35218a9370e48f5ad9486a0d8303332
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/10/31/opinion/vaccine-disinformation-new-york-city.html
https://medcitynews.com/2021/04/overcoming-vaccine-hesitancy-how-clinicians-can-promote-trust-in-covid-19-vaccines/?rf=1
https://medcitynews.com/2021/04/overcoming-vaccine-hesitancy-how-clinicians-can-promote-trust-in-covid-19-vaccines/?rf=1
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hblog20211118.932213/full/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=hasu&utm_campaign=blog&utm_content=harvey&utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Request+For+Abstracts%3A+Disability+And+Health%3B+Katie+Keith+On+The+Build+Back+Better+Act&utm_campaign=HASU%3A+11-28-21&vgo_ee=tJCpzMq4%2BGb8tlmNRf%2BaVQ%3D%3D
https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-misinformation-health-433991ea434e12ccfdf97b5db415310d
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2021.306293
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2021.306293
https://www.usatoday.com/story/tech/2021/11/10/health-pros-demand-misinformation-data-facebook-talking-tech-podcast/6367171001/
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2103104?query=TOC&cid=NEJM%20eToc,%20July%208,%202021%20DM132552_NEJM_Non_Subscriber&bid=538275241
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2103104?query=TOC&cid=NEJM%20eToc,%20July%208,%202021%20DM132552_NEJM_Non_Subscriber&bid=538275241
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Rivero E. For people of color in L.A., misinformation, past injustices contribute to vaccine 

hesitancy. [Internet]. ULCA Newsroom. October 2021. 

Sandle T. Is it right? Levels of trust wobbling in terms of health information. [Internet]. Digital 

Journal. 2021 June 20. 

Srinivasan S, Robinson D. Centering equity in vaccine delivery: How digital technologies can 

combat vaccine hesitancy and misinformation among women and marginalized communities. 

[Internet]. World Bank Blogs. June 2021. 

Sullivan P. Surgeon general issues health misinformation advisory amid vaccination push. The 

Hill. 2021 July 15. 

Thorton LL. Foreign COVID misinformation helps fuel public health skepticism. The Hill. 2021 

October 7. 

 

Misinformation 

 
Commission on Information Disorder. Final Report. [Internet]. Aspen Institute. November 2021 

Kupferschmidt K. Detecting Bullshit. Science 2022; 375, 6587. 

Smith B. Inside the ‘Misinformation’ Wars. NY Times. 2021 November 28. 

 

Causes of Misinformation 
 

Scherer LD, McPhetres J, Pennycook G, Kempe A, Allen LA, Knoepke CE, et al. Who is 

susceptible to online health misinformation? A test of four psychosocial hypotheses. Health 

Psychol 2021; 40(4), 274–284. 

 

Strategies to Mitigate Misinformation 
 

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality. New guide helps nursing home leaders gain staff 

trust by addressing specific concerns about COVID-19 vaccines. [Internet]. CISION. 2021 May 

26. 

Butcher L. Battling to defeat the misinformation ‘infodemic.’ Modern Healthcare. 2021 October 

30. 

Henderson E. Study reveals ways to debunk highly prevalent health misinformation. [Internet]. 

News Medical Life Sciences. November 2021 

https://newsroom.ucla.edu/releases/people-of-color-los-angeles-vaccine-hesitancy
https://newsroom.ucla.edu/releases/people-of-color-los-angeles-vaccine-hesitancy
https://www.digitaljournal.com/life/is-it-right-levels-of-trust-wobbling-in-terms-of-health-information/article
https://blogs.worldbank.org/digital-development/centering-equity-vaccine-delivery-how-digital-technologies-can-combat-vaccine
https://blogs.worldbank.org/digital-development/centering-equity-vaccine-delivery-how-digital-technologies-can-combat-vaccine
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/563139-surgeon-general-issues-advisory-warning-of-health-misinformation-amid
https://thehill.com/opinion/technology/575744-foreign-covid-misinformation-helps-fuel-public-health-skepticism?rl=1
https://www.science.org/content/article/studying-fighting-misinformation-top-scientific-priority-biologist-argues
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/28/business/media-misinformation-disinformation.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://content.apa.org/record/2021-19360-001
https://content.apa.org/record/2021-19360-001
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/new-guide-helps-nursing-home-leaders-gain-staff-trust-by-addressing-specific-concerns-about-covid-19-vaccines-301300008.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/new-guide-helps-nursing-home-leaders-gain-staff-trust-by-addressing-specific-concerns-about-covid-19-vaccines-301300008.html
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/marketing/battling-defeat-misinformation-infodemic
https://www.news-medical.net/news/20211110/Study-reveals-ways-to-debunk-highly-prevalent-health-misinformation.aspx
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Myers S. How local healthcare professionals handle misinformation and skepticism from anti-

vaxxers. The Dispatch. 2021 September 1. 

Park Rapids Enterprise Editorial Board. An Enterprise editorial: Combat the infodemic during 

this pandemic. Enterprise. 2021 November 29. 

DiResta R, Cryst E, Meyersohn L; The Virality Project (Stanford Digital Repository). Memes, 

Magnets and Microchips: Narrative Dynamics around COVID-19 Vaccines. 2022. 

University College London. Dispel myths and build trust to combat vaccine hesitancy among 

ethnic minority health workers. [Internet]. Medical Press. 2021 April 30. 

 

Media and Social Media  
 

Xiao X, Borah P, Su Y. The dangers of blind trust: Examining the interplay among social media 

news use, misinformation identification, and news trust on conspiracy beliefs. Public Underst Sci 

2021 Nov;30(8):977-992 
 

Institutions 
 

Charlton E. Doctors, scientists or politicians: who are you most likely to trust after the 

pandemic? [Internet]. World Economic Forum. 2021 October 27. 

 

Hswen Y, Thorpe Huerta D, Le-Compte C, et. al. A 10-Year Social Media Analysis Exploring 

Hospital Online Support of Black Lives Matter and the Black Community. JAMA Netw Open. 

2021;4(10): e2126714. 

 

Clinical Encounter 

 
Coleman C. License Revocation As A Response To Physician Misinformation: Proceed With 

Caution. [Internet]. Health Affairs Forefront. 2022 January 5.  

https://www.the-dispatch.com/story/news/2021/09/01/how-healthcare-workers-reach-vaccine-hesitant-age-misinformation-davidson-county-novant-health-covid/5665181001/
https://www.the-dispatch.com/story/news/2021/09/01/how-healthcare-workers-reach-vaccine-hesitant-age-misinformation-davidson-county-novant-health-covid/5665181001/
https://www.parkrapidsenterprise.com/opinion/editorials/an-enterprise-editorial-combat-the-infodemic-during-this-pandemic
https://www.parkrapidsenterprise.com/opinion/editorials/an-enterprise-editorial-combat-the-infodemic-during-this-pandemic
https://purl.stanford.edu/mx395xj8490
https://purl.stanford.edu/mx395xj8490
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-04-dispel-myths-combat-vaccine-hesitancy.html
https://medicalxpress.com/news/2021-04-dispel-myths-combat-vaccine-hesitancy.html
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0963662521998025?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0963662521998025?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/10/global-trust-index-doctors-scientists-covid/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBioTODYxNDM3OTYyNDY3MDM5ODk0NzIaZDQxMWEzZDA1Njk0YTQ1OTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNF4LylwgGaJMB1qLh_FnnUybUTANg
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/10/global-trust-index-doctors-scientists-covid/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBioTODYxNDM3OTYyNDY3MDM5ODk0NzIaZDQxMWEzZDA1Njk0YTQ1OTpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNF4LylwgGaJMB1qLh_FnnUybUTANg
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2785013
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/2785013
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.20211227.966736/full/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/forefront.20211227.966736/full/

